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Trusted sources for journal search

Publisher websites

• Springer

• Elsevier

• Taylor & Francis

• SAGE Publishing

• Emerald

• Oxford Press

• ACS Publications

• IOP Publishing

• MDPI

• PLoS

• Hindawi

• Frontiers

• …

Bibliographic 
databases*

• Web of Science (WoS)

• Scopus

• PubMed

• SciLit

*the ones providing journal 
information separately

Other journal 
databases/directories

• DOAJ

• SCImago Journal &

Country Rank

• Ulrichsweb (ProQuest)

• Journal Searches

Journal selection 
tools

• Springer Journal 

Suggester

• Elsevier Journal Finder

• Willey Journal Finder

• Master Journal List 

(WoS)



Main bibliographic DBs

(WoS)

https://www.scopus.com/
https://www.scopus.com/
https://www.webofscience.com/
https://clarivate.libguides.com/webofscienceplatform/introduction


Indexed sources

Indexed sources Scopus
WoS Core Collection

(WoS CC)

Journals (overall number) >40,800 >24,000

Active journals >27,900 >21,400 (JCR)

Open Access journals >6,100 ~5,300 (JCR)

Books (overall number) >292,000 >139,000

Book series >1,100 >150 (BkCI)

Trade journals (number of sources) 192 Not indexed

Publishers >7,000 >3,300 (JCR), >600 (BkCI)



Content coverage by disciplines

ScopusWoS CC

(Scopus Content Coverage Guide, 2020) (Huang et.al., 2020)

https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/69451/Scopus_ContentCoverage_Guide_WEB.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1162/qss_a_00031
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Journal assessment
• Discipline / research field

• Intended auditory / 
research relevance
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Journal assessment
• Publishing models

• Author rights / 
licenses

• Discipline / research field

• Intended auditory / 
research relevance

Thematic 
relation

Publishing 
process

Journal 
quality

Technical 
aspects



Publishing models

Open Access

Free to read

Widely available/ Often Free 
to use/ reuse

Short publishing cycle

Copyright retained by author

Traditional 
(Subscription-based)

Pay to read

Restricted access/ Often not 
free to use/ reuse

Delayed publishing cycle

Copyright transferred to publisher



Publishing routs



Journal assessment
• Publishing models

• Author rights / 
licenses

• Editorial 
provisions

• Publishing speed

• Related costs

• Discipline / research field
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research relevance
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Journal assessment

• Peer-review

• Indexing

• Impact indicators

• Publishing models

• Author rights / 
licenses

• Editorial provisions

• Publishing speed

• Related costs

• Discipline / research field

• Intended auditory / 
research relevance

Thematic 
relation

Publishing 
process

Journal 
quality

Journal 
credibility



CiteScore

Impact 
Factor 
(IF)

SCImago 
Journal 
Rank 
(SJR)

Journal
Citation 
Indicator 

(JCI)

Source 
Normalized 
Impact per 

Paper 
(SNIP)

Most commonly used indicators

Eigenfactor

metrics

(EF, AIS)

(WoS)

Scopus



The main features of journal citation indicators

https://vilniustech.lt/library/scientific-communication/journal-selection-for-publishing/334987?lang=2#335007


Journal assessment

• Peer-review

• Indexing

• Impact indicators

• Journal information 
check

• Publishing models

• Author rights / 
licenses

• Editorial provisions

• Publishing speed

• Related costs

• Discipline / research field

• Intended auditory / 
research relevance
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Journal credibility assessment

Main characteristics of a predatory journal:

• Exploit the pressure for academics to publish fast and in 

high quantities

• Do not follow accepted scholarly publishing practices

• Do not concern for the quality of published work

• Use deception to appear legitimate, including peer-

review, editorial board, impact indicators, indexing, etc.

Profit is the only goal – not to contribute to scientific 

communication



Journal credibility assessment
Common „Red flags“:
• Very fast publishing guaranteed or emphasized

• No clear description of how the manuscript is being handled

• Manuscript submission is by email (not via publisher’s official submission system)

• The APC is not transparently disclosed or is very low and may be related to a publication decision

• The plan for content long-term digital preservation is not clearly stated

• A journal that claims to be open access either retains copyright of published research or fails to mention copyright 

The journal's scope of interest includes unrelated subjects / very broad scope of subjects 

• Journal’s title is very similar to the one of the well-established, highly reputable journal

• Journal’s website contains spelling and/or grammar errors

• Images or logos are distorted/fuzzy or misrepresented/unauthorized

• Fake indexing in prestigious journal indexes/databases and/or falsified/ fictional impact metrics are promoted 

• Editorial board is not disclosed or consists of members included without their consent 

• Contact email address is non-professional and non-journal/publisher affiliated (e.g., @gmail.com, or @yahoo.com)

• Stated physical location does not coincide with the website portal address



Journal credibility assessment

Tools for checking journal’s credibility:

• THINK. CHECK. SUBMIT.

• Bibliographic databases 

• Journal indexes/directories 

• ISSN portal

• A list of predatory journals by Jeffrey Beall

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://www.issn.org/
https://beallslist.net/
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Journal assessment

• Peer-review

• Indexing

• Impact indicators

• Journal information 
check

• Publishing models

• Author rights / 
licenses
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• Publishing speed
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Journal assessment

Checking for journal’s policy alignment with international mandates:

Sherpa Romeo
online resource that aggregates and analyses publisher open access policies from 
around the world and provides summaries of publisher copyright and open access 
archiving policies on a journal-by-journal basis by JISC

Sherpa Juliet
database providing up-to-date information concerning funders' policies and their 
requirements on open access, publication and data archiving by JISC

Journal Checker 
Tool

checks the journal’s Plan S compatibility, established by cOAlition S

ROARMAP
(Registry of Open Access Repository Mandates and Policies) – a searchable 
international database of policies

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/
https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://roarmap.eprints.org/


Journal selection for publishing: 
an alternative approach



Journal selection for publishing: 
an alternative approach

National / 

Institutional / funder 

requirements



Journal search and evaluation 

in Scopus database 
(live demonstration)



Contacts

Dr. Raminta Pranckutė

Head of Scientific Information Department

VILNIUS TECH Library

E-mail: raminta.pranckute@vilniustech.lt

If you have any questions, please, do not 

hesitate to contact me:

mailto:raminta.pranckute@vilniustech.lt


Trusted sources for journal search 
(linked)

Publisher websites
Bibliographic databases

Traditional publishers Open Access publishers
Emerald Journals
Springer Nature Journals
Oxford Journals
SAGE Journals
Science Journals
SpringerLink
Taylor and Francis Online
Wiley Find a Journal

ACS Publications
IOP Publishing
…

BioMed Central
Co-Action Publishing
Frontiers
Hindawi
MDPI
PLoS
Springer Open
VILNIUS TECH

Web of Science (WoS)
Scopus
PubMed
SciLit

Other journal indexes and 
directories

DOAJ
SCImago Journal & Country Rank
Ulrichsweb
Journal Searches

Journal selection tools
Elsevier Journal Finder
Springer Journal Suggester
Wiley Journal Finder
Master Joural List

https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/publish-with-us/publish-in-a-journal/find-a-journal
https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/journals-books/journals
https://academic.oup.com/journals
https://journals.sagepub.com/action/showPublications
http://www.sciencemag.org/journals
https://link.springer.com/
http://www.tandfonline.com/
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/find-a-journal/index.html
https://publish.acs.org/publish/
https://ioppublishing.org/researchers/
https://www.biomedcentral.com/
https://publons.com/publisher/654/co-action-publishing
https://www.frontiersin.org/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/
https://www.mdpi.com/
https://plos.org/
https://www.springeropen.com/journals-a-z
https://vilniustech.lt/library/publishing/scientific-journals/326402?lang=2
https://www.webofscience.com/
https://www.scopus.com/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.scilit.net/
https://doaj.org/
https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://www.ulrichsweb.com/ulrichsweb/faqs.asp
https://journalsearches.com/
http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://journalsuggester.springer.com/
https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match
https://mjl.clarivate.com/home?utm_source=wos&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=header-nav


Informational resources about WoS and Scopus

Web of Science 

• Web of Science database: 
(http://apps.webofknowledge.com)

• About Web of Science: 
https://clarivate.com/products/web-of-science/

• Web of Science training materials: 
https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/support/wos/

• Clarivate Analytics. 2018. Indicators Handbook. 
Available at: 
https://incites.help.clarivate.com/Content/Resources/Do
cs/indicators-handbook-june-2018.pdf .

(web-pages and informational material provided by the 

owners of the databases)

Scopus

• Scopus database: (www.scopus.com)

• About Scopus: 

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus

• Scopus video tutorials: 

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a

_id/14799/c/10545/supporthub/scopus/

• Elsevier. 2023. Scopus Content Coverage Guide. 

Available at: 

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-

scopus-works/content .

http://apps.webofknowledge.com/
https://clarivate.com/products/web-of-science/
https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/support/wos/
https://incites.help.clarivate.com/Content/Resources/Docs/indicators-handbook-june-2018.pdf
http://www.scopus.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14799/c/10545/supporthub/scopus/
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-works/content


More information about WoS and Scopus:

https://doi.org/10.3390/publications9010012

VILNIUS TECH Library

webpage, Scientific 

Communication 

section

https://doi.org/10.3390/publications9010012
https://vilniustech.lt/library/192535?lang=2

